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The Contemporary Style of Contract Law 
—A Review of Takashi Uchida’s The Era of Contracts 

NING Hongli  XIAO Peng 

 

Abstract:  Ian R. Macneil declared the death of classical contract theory through relational 

contract theory, but failed to translate it into concrete rules or judicial practice. Professor Takashi 

Uchida conducted a systematic study on the application of relational contract theory in Japanese 

judgments based on the specific operation of long-term contracts, presenting a reconstructed 

picture of judicial judgments, public choices, and social ideas in Japanese civil legislation. The 
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many “standard” rules contained in the Contract Compilation of the Civil Code of China clearly 

reflect the concept of relational contract theory, but their application in China’s academic 

community and courts is still being explored. Professor Takashi Uchida’s research methods and 

perspectives provide a insightful reference for future research on Chinese contract law. 

Keywords: Classical Contract Theory;  Relational Contract Theory;  Long-Term Contract; 

Rule;  Standard 
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