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Theoretical Review and Rule Limitation of China’s Online
Litigation in Criminal Cases

LIU Hui

Abstract: Before discussing the theories and rules of online litigation in criminal cases, it is
necessary to clarify the concept of online litigation. Scholars abroad define online litigation with its
specific connotation and hold that synchronous litigation is not the specific meaning of online

litigation. In our country, the online litigation includes synchronous litigation and asynchronous
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litigation patterns, but the asynchronous litigation did not extend to the criminal field. The online
litigation of criminal cases actually refers to the synchronous litigation of criminal cases, and its
application scope has limitations. Through examining the basic theory of online litigation in
criminal cases, we can find out the deep reason and theoretical obstacle of its application
limitation. Therefore, the standard operation of online synchronous litigation of criminal cases still
depends on the limitation of relevant rules, including following the centralism of trial, and strictly
limiting the application situation and scope; Adhere to the principle of equal prosecution and
defense, and fully respect the right of choice of the parties to the lawsuit; Implement the principle
of legal supervision and fully guarantee the power of procuratorial supervision.

Keywords: Online Litigation; Simultaneous Litigation; Asynchronous Litigation; Rules of

Online Litigation
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