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The Attempting Discussion of the Environmental Chapters in FTAs

LIN Canling WEI Linyao

Abstract: The fundamental purpose of free trade and environmental protection is to improve
the quality of human life, and the two complement each other. Trade freedom should not be used to
damage the environment, and environmental protection should not be an excuse to restrict trade
freedom. How to harmonize the relationship between free trade and environmental protection falls
into the shared domain of international trade law and international environmental law. In view of
the fact that the environmental provisions in international trade agreements are not sufficient to
effectively deal with trade and environmental issues, the environmental chapters of Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) were elaborately created to further harmonize the relationship between the
two.The environmental chapters have grown out of nothing and gone through a process from few
to many, from simple to abundant, and from fragmented to aggregated. Of course, the
environmental chapters of FTAs still have deficiencies and shortcomings, such as vague wordings,
lack of specificities, and intentional avoidance of important environmental issues, etc. However, as
the main method to fulfill the environmental obligations of FTAs, the environmental chapters of
FTAs will promote the further integration of free trade and environmental protection, and will be
more conducive to the further development of free trade and environmental protection.
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