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Study on the Relief and Review Mechanism of the
Singapore Convention on Mediation

ZHANG Wenliang LI Yufang

Abstract Singapore Convention on Mediation is an important step in the history of
international commercial dispute settlement system  which seeks to solve the shortcomings in the
current international commercial dispute settlement mechanism and reflects the efforts and
achievements of the international community in exploring a new international commercial dispute
settlement mechanism. Singapore Convention on Mediation enhances the attractiveness of
international commercial mediation by awarding international commercial mediation agreements
international enforceability but the realization of its core value depends on the realization of the
enforceability of international mediation agreements in the contracting parties granted by it. How
to effectively guarantee the balance between the enforceability of the international mediation
agreement and the reasonable review of the contracting states is of vital importance. Singapore
Convention on Mediation sets out the defenses that can be employed by the contracting parties of
international mediation agreements. These defenses have many commonalities or similarities with
the defenses in other major international commercial dispute resolution treaties. This provides
useful guidance for the Convention and also poses challenges in terms of ensuring the effectiveness
of international commercial mediation as a special dispute resolution mechanism. There are major
differences between China’s current mediation system and Singapore Convention on Mediation.
The convention provides an opportunity and motivation for an international commercial mediation
system in which China’s structure is in line with international standards. In the short term, it may
be viable for China to accept Singapore Convention on Mediation and a separate implementation
mechanism for the application thereof is necessary.

Keywords Singapore Convention on Mediation Enforceability Defenses





