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A Resurvey on Personal Data Protection
in the COVID-19 Pandemic

LIU Chengwei ZHAO Wenbo

Abstract: Personal data, as a result of being extremely valuable both in business and public
welfare, has been so far utilized widely in public governance such as pandemic prevention.
However, personal data is at risk of illegal acquirement, using and disclosure. It is effective to
handle illegal disclosure of pandemic related personal data with administrative penalties, but it is
not the best choice as well as a long-term plan. Because the burden of proof, measure of harm and
value of privacy are all unfavorable for citizens, it is also unrealistic for them to defend personal
data by claiming privacy. In the short run, informed consent rule should be made the basic
principle of data processing with rigorous restraint and discreet application on its exceptions.
Meanwhile, data processing law rules and technical norms need to be more specified and enriched.
In the long run, under the private right — public welfare mode of data governance and remedy,
definition of data property should be reconsidered to entitle data rights to person, company and
state until remedies are available and actual to all parties. Finally, in the face of threats such as data
leakage and abuse of data power, it is necessary for the state to change its role in a timely manner,
fulfill its obligation of protection, centralize the empowerment of private rights to benefit the
public, so as to expect the open sharing and good governance of personal information in the future.

Keywords: Personal Data Protection; Data Governance and Remedy; Right To Privacy;
COVID-19 Pandemic
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